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IUCN and partners launch novel fund to drive 
investment to nature-based solutions 
 
Gland, Switzerland, 04.11.2020 (IUCN) – IUCN today announces the launch of Nature+ Accelerator 
Fund, a first-of-its-kind private sector-focused nature conservation accelerator fund providing 
measurable conservation and social benefits while delivering financial returns for investors.  
 
The Accelerator Fund offers investment capital to early-stage as well as more mature nature-based 
solutions projects (NbS) with high potential for growth and positive conservation impacts, mainly in 
emerging markets. The fund is complemented by technical assistance and capacity building offered to 
project developers to help them maximize the environmental, social and financial potential and identify 
and secure complementary and follow-on funding.  
 
With the Global Environment Facility (GEF) as an anchor investor, the Nature+ Accelerator Fund has 
already secured US$ 8 million in risk-tolerant financing. The commercially-operated fund, which will be 
managed by asset management company Mirova, aims to raise further investment to create a US$ 
200 million portfolio of projects ranging from the seed investment phase through to the sustainable 
growth phase. The Accelerator is now ready to accept committments from public and private 
professional investors.  
 
“There is a growing case for why investing in nature should be a viable proposition for the private 
sector. The Nature+ Accelerator Fund is designed to create a sizable pipeline of attractive nature-
based investment deals to be offered on the market. The fund will accelerate the growth of mature and 
near-mature investment plans in Nature-based Solutions and help prepare them to access commercial 
financing”, said Stewart Maginnis, IUCN Global Director Nature-based Solutions Group. "This 
fund, operated by Mirova, is supported by a mix of private and public funding with the ambition of 
growing a US$ 200M portfolio.” 
 
To ensure the rigor of conservation outcomes for both public and private investments, the Nature+ 
Accelerator Fund relies on the best practice and growing evidence from nature-based solutions  
approaches spearheaded by IUCN, its Commissions, and its Members. For instance, the Accelerator 
will apply the newly created Global Standard for Nature-based Solutions and the Species Threat 
Abatement and Recovery (STAR) metric within its investment portfolio.  
 
This unique collaboration of major global institutions to advance investment in nature draws from the 
work of the Coalition of Private Investment in Conservation (CPIC), which supports the Accelerator 
through a working group focused on investment structuring. The Accelerator relies on investment 
blueprints from the 80+ member CPIC community (a group of leading civil society organisations, 
private and public sector financial institutions and academia working to deliver a material increase in 
private, return-seeking investment in conservation).  
 
“The Nature+ Accelerator Fund is the result of years of fruitful engagement and work of the members 
of the Coalition for Private Investment in Conservation. This fund will help identify investable projects in 
natural capital and conservation at a critical moment,” said Gustavo Fonseca, Director of Programs 
at the GEF. ”While public funds remain insufficient to reverse biodiversity loss, this fund will help 
create a needed track record of new business models that protect and promote nature. We look 
forward to seeing its results and working to bring the most successful projects to scale.” 
 
Mirova has been selected to structure and operate the Nature+ Accelerator Fund, with the aim of 
ensuring that the projects benefiting from the fund’s investments generate added value and are well-
positioned to qualify for follow-up investments from other existing funds and capital available for 



 

conservation finance. The fund will be managed by Mirova Natural Capital, a subsidiary fully owned by 
Mirova. 
 
“As an early mover in the natural capital space, innovation and additionality remains in Mirova’s DNA. 
We believe this accelerator focuses on the real funding gaps. It is also central in our growth strategy 
and ambition to scale up investments in natural capital”, said Vincent Gradt, Managing Director, 
Mirova Natural Capital. 
 
Through the expertise of IUCN, CPIC and others, the Nature+ Accelerator Fund will remain robust and 
agile to deliver on needed inovations in the sector while maximising sustainability and conservation 
outcomes.  
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Notes to editors 
 
For more information or to set up interviews, please contact: 
• Matthias Fiechter (IUCN media relations), matthias.fiechter@iucn.org  
• Edit Kiss (Mirova Natural Capital) edit.kiss@athelia.com  
• Vincent Gradt (Mirova Natural Capital) vincent.gradt@athelia.com  
• Laura MacInnis (GEF) lmacinnis@thegef.org  
• Billie Clarricoats (Natixis Investment Managers media) billie.clarricoats@natixis.com  
• Ted Meyer (Natixis Investment Managers media) ted.meyer@natixis.com  
 
 
About the approach 
The Accelerator concentrates in the following areas: Marine conservation and coastal resilience; 
smallholder production systems and sustainable agriculture; ecosystem conservation and restoration; 
and innovation in services, finance and technology.  
 
The Accelerator is offering investmement money to early stage pilots and project ideas, impact 
enterprises with high potential for scalability, complemented by technical assistance and capacity 
building in three complementary investment windows: Seed, Early Venture (together defined as 
Incubation period) and Venture windows. 
 
Click here to learn more on the Nature+ Accelerator Fund. 
 
Webinar 
Join the Nature+ Accelerator Fund launch event hosted by IUCN and Mirova on November 4. 
Participants will have an opportunity join the discussion fosuces on solutions to addressing the 
conservation finance gap and learn first-hand about the Nature + Accelerator Fund, backed by its 
major supporting institutions from the public sector and private investors. To register, click here. 
 
 
About IUCN 
 
IUCN is a membership Union uniquely composed of both government and civil society organisations. It provides public, 
private and non-governmental organisations with the knowledge and tools that enable human progress, economic 
development and nature conservation to take place together. 
 
Created in 1948, IUCN is now the world’s largest and most diverse environmental network, harnessing the knowledge, 
resources and reach of more than 1,400 Member organisations and some 17,000 experts. It is a leading provider of 
conservation data, assessments and analysis. Its broad membership enables IUCN to fill the role of incubator and 
trusted repository of best practices, tools and international standards. 
 
IUCN provides a neutral space in which diverse stakeholders including governments, NGOs, scientists, businesses, 
local communities, indigenous peoples organisations and others can work together to forge and implement solutions to 
environmental challenges and achieve sustainable development.  
 
Working with many partners and supporters, IUCN implements a large and diverse portfolio of conservation projects 
worldwide. Combining the latest science with the traditional knowledge of local communities, these projects work to 
reverse habitat loss, restore ecosystems and improve people’s well-being. 
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About the GEF 
 
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit to help tackle our 
planet’s most pressing environmental problems. Since then, the GEF has provided more than $20 billion in grants and 
mobilized an additional $112 billion in co-financing for more than 4,800 projects in 170 countries. Through its blended 
finance initiative, the GEF has provided more than $800 million in support for 98 projects, mobilizing $8 billion.  
www.thegef.org  
 
About the Mirova Natural Capital Platform 
 
An experienced and recognised asset manager with an impact-driven approach to investment aligning strong financial 
returns with measurable environmental and social impact. It is the product of the acquisition in 2017 of Althelia 
Ecosphere Ltd, a pioneer impact investor in the natural capital space, by Mirova, the  leading European Responsible 
Investment platform, and is committed to be the leading global natural capital fund manager. www.mirova.com  
 
Mirova 
 
Portfolio management company – French Public limited liability company 
RCS Paris n°394 648 216 - Regulated by AMF under n° GP 02-014 
Registered Office: 59, Avenue Pierre Mendes France – 75013 - Paris 
Mirova is an affiliate of Natixis Investment Managers. 
 
About CPIC 
 
The Coalition for Private Investment in Conservation (CPIC) is a global multi-stakeholder initiative focused on 
enabling conditions that support a material increase in private, return-seeking investment in conservation. 
http://cpicfinance.com 
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